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We could write the history of man's development through his epic 

relationship with water. Great civilizations of the past have 

flourished along the rivers:

On the Nile

(Egypt - 3000a.C.)

On the Yellow river

(China - 3000 a.C.)
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We could write the history of man's development through his epic 

relationship with water. Great civilizations of the past have 

flourished along the rivers:

On the Tigri-Eufrate 

(Mesopotamia - 2400 a.C.) 

On the Indo 

(Northern India - 2500 a.C.).
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Civilizations fell when water resources ran 

out or were poorly administered. In ancient 

civilizations most of the hydraulic works 

were intended to satisfy some of the most 

immediate human needs: those of quenching 

one's thirst and washing.

The qanat (or khanat) of the Persian Empire 

and the aqueducts of the Roman Empire are 

famous examples of this type of hydraulic 

works. Quanats are underground tunnels 

that bring underground waters from the 

mountains to the cities. There are today 

around 22,000 qanat in Persia, for a total of 

over 270,000 KM of culverts. Many of these 

were built 3,000 years ago.
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The turning point that marked the end of 

prehistory was the transition from the 

system of hunting and gathering, or of 

dependence on the natural world, to the 

productive economy.

The urban world presupposed an 

organization of society that could 

rationally design systems of wells and 

cisterns inside the fortress-cities (such as 

that of Jericho and Ebla) or even networks 

of aqueducts that would bring water from 

mountain springs to large cities such as in 

the Hellenistic and Roman world, where the 

systems for capturing, conveying and 

conserving water were extremely 

functional and the aqueduct were true 

hydraulic masterpieces.
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In past times, water has played 

a primary role in the 

formation of civilizations, 

while today's civilization 

creates new problems for 

water. Today, global warming 

has increased the water level, 

putting all of us in danger.
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The growth of the world population, of 

industrialization, of the overall 

production and of the needs of the peoples 

has led in the last century to an 

uncontrolled increase in industrial and 

agricultural pollution, which has heavily 

affected the water resource. the worldwide 

integration of societies different in culture 

and political-economic structure, requires 

that the profiles of a careful management 

of this resource be defined today.

This policy should be based on the 

protection of both fresh water, in 

particular drinking water, and marine 

waters, with their endless food reserves 

threatened by pollution due to the 

anthropization of the coasts, the 

discharges of oil tankers and ecological 

disasters (shipwrecks, events war, toxic or 

radioactive waste).
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Fresh water is indispensable for both 

agricultural and civil and 

industrial uses.

The different exploitation of fresh 

water can lead to contradictory 

policies. The invention of the dynamo 

has enabled the availability of large 

quantities of energy by means of 

hydroelectric plants that exploit 

the potential energy of natural 

waterfalls by transforming it into 

mechanical and therefore electrical 

energy. From the minimum efficiency 

of traditional water mills, it has 

been possible to have energy that can 

be obtained with great efficiency and 

very little pollution, and 

alternating electricity that is easily 

transferable over long distances.
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The limited number of natural 

waterfalls, however, led to the 

construction of large reservoirs

blocked by very high dams to create 

artificial jumps, and this has often 

caused ecological disasters, with 

serious losses also in terms of human 

lives. In other cases, the changes made 

to the regime of large rivers have 

caused the alteration of local 

microclimates, with consequent 

drought, decreased productivity of 

traditional crops, disruption in the 

eating habits and livelihoods of entire 

populations, while the intensive use of 

inland waters for irrigation of arid 

basins, much larger than natural 

ones, is leading to the disappearance of 

some large lakes, such as Aral and in 

part Chad.
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Water is the most important resource on 

the planet, its waste is frightening, both

in developed and poor countries.

Many countries have taken initiatives to 

contain pollution and excessive

consumption: for example, in more 

developed countries there are strict

controls on discharges, large sewage

treatament plants and the construction

of reservoirs to use them in dry periods.

Worldwide, the lack or insuffiency of 

water is a serious political problem: it’s a 

battle for the rights of all, so it was

created «world water day» (22/03) just to 

let everybody talk about it: water is a 

precious benefit that belongs to all

humanity.

The availability of this precious resource

is decreasing, but access to guaranteed as

a human right.
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With technology advancing 

more and more in the not too 

distant future there will be a 

world full of innovation.

New technologies must have as an 

instrument, water, that’s already 

used today to produce energy in 

hydroelectric plants.

One day water will be used in 

many other ways and may be a 

remedy perhaps to the problems 

that surround us, it can be 

replaced with fuel and decrease 

smog problem and it’ll become an 

even more precious asset than it’s 

now.
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Having a future where water is used

as a form of energy and production 

also means that we need new green 

structures where water is the main

source.

In the future there’ll be houses with 

water used as a eating system; water 

will be also used for grows activities

in buildings and we will also invent

a way too utilize the clean water as

drinkable one without having too

spend a lot of money.

This system will also be used by large 

companies to make them more green

and so eco-friendly , and also by 

schools to teach children to respect

towards water and nature.
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Waste of water has always been

something really bad and really

spread nowadays.

Sometimes, we use to waste water 

without even realizing it, maybe

because we think it’s something

normal to do and we don’t

reflect enough on what we can 

do it to improve the situation.

Even if in some countries water 

seems to be quite present, this

doesn’t mean we should waste it.

Our skill in saving water is very

important and we can start 

doing it starting from small 

daily gestures that we can do 

inside or outside our home, like…
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1) Stop using your toilet as a 

wastebasket: Every cigarette butt

you flush away also flushes away

7 galleons of water.

2) Take baths: a partially filled

tub uses less water than all but

the shortest showers.

3) Turn off water while brushing

your theet: before brushing, wet

your brush and fill a glass for 

rising your mouth.

4) Keep a bottle of drinking water 

in the refrigerator: this puts a 

stop to the wasteful practice of 

running tap water to cool it for 

drinking.


